
The MESSENGER
February 2018

To glorify God, we invite all to grow as faithful disciples and to share in the love,
grace and ministry of Jesus Christ by serving the church, community and world. 

Discussions with Dave                
	 Walking into Walmart or Shopko at the end of the year or the early days of the new year, one is 
often inundated with health products.  There are treadmills, small weights, or other types of exercise 
equipment.  Perhaps there are dietary supplements which claim to help you lose weight.  You might 
run across some item which claims to help you get in better shape if you wear it under your clothes, 
giving you an electrical shock supposed to make your muscles flex all the time.
	 Why are they there?  Because we all claim to want to get in better shape.  For years I discounted 
my weight problems by saying, “round is a shape.”  Instead of doing something about it, I would 
simply complain and purchase ever larger clothes.  I did try a couple of things over the years.  I 
purchased a treadmill and a weight machine and exercised more.  It worked for a while.  I tried fad 
dietary supplements which also worked for a while.  Ultimately, as life got busy, I made excuses as 
to why I couldn’t keep these things up and the weight came back with a vengeance.
	 Why?  Because I changed nothing else in my life.  Somehow in my simplistic thoughts I felt if 
I could do just this one thing, everything else would fall into place. You mean if I spend 30 minutes 
on the treadmill and then eat an entire bag of chips and salsa while watching TV I might not lose 
weight?  How strange.  According to those sheets of paper hanging on the wall of my office I am a 
fairly smart guy and yet I could not figure this out.  Perhaps it was because I did not want to believe 
it.  I knew.  But I liked bread, and pizza, and pasta, and other high carb items.  I did not want to give 
up these great things in life.
	 And I didn’t.  Not totally.  But now I eat low carb pizza.  Pasta made out of shredded zucchini 
(which despite what my wife tells me is NOT pasta!).  Now I read the carb content of every package 
I pick up at the store.  This is what I get for taking my wife with me to see the nutritionist educator.  
Why do I need a conscience?
	 This journey began back in October.  Three months later I am down almost 30 pounds.  My 
blood pressure has dropped from 152/100 to 126/82.  My blood sugars went down.  My bathroom 
scale no longer screams when I step on it.  I have grown.  Not in body, but in mind and spirit.
	 Our spiritual growth comes from building a relationship with God through prayer, the Word, 
and being with other Christians. Not being a part of the worshipping community and saying it is not 
necessary is like someone who claims they want to get in shape yet never spends time learning about 
exercise and healthy eating. Then they wonder why nothing has changed, or maybe even become 
worse, in their spiritual life since last year. God intended that the local church is the way to build 
spiritually mature Christians.  Granted, there are times when the local church does not always help 
build mature Christians for one reason or another.  We cannot change any institution for the better 
by abandoning it.  There are different avenues for spiritual growth within and outside of the church 
family.  Your challenge for 2018 is to find a way to make your relationship with God deeper and 
stronger.  Chances are you will not find it in an aisle at Walmart.

						                                 Pastor Dave Sobek

Men’s Fellowship
	 The Men’s Retreat will be held on February 
23-25 at the Mt. Morris Camp and Conference 
Center.  “Being a Man in Today’s World” will 
be led by Rev. David Sobek, Pastor of the Lake 
Mills Moravian Church.  The retreat begins with 
an evening meal at 6 p.m. on Friday, February 
23.  Registration forms are available on the 
Fellowship Hall bulletin board and you can read 
more about the retreat on the poster.  
	 Our next breakfast will be held February 10 
at 7:30 a.m.  All men are welcome!
	 Thank you to everyone who helped with and 
purchased chicken dinners.

NURSERY HELP NEEDED!!          
	 The schedule for 2018 will be posted as soon 
as we are able, given the current circumstances 
with the Yahn family. We do need more volunteers 
to help staff the nursery on Sunday mornings. 
Please help us out and sign up to help with this 
valuable ministry!!  If you have any questions, 
please call David or Shannon Yahn at 920-397-
2254 or the church office at 648-5412.

Afternoon for Mission
	 The Southern Wisconsin Moravians for 
Mission invite you to an Afternoon for Mission. 
On Sunday, February 11, at 2 p.m. at the London 
Moravian Church located at N5610 County Road 
O, Janice Ellis will speak about her mission trip 
to Port Arthur, Texas. Janice heard the call to go 
and help work on a church that was damaged from 
the flooding that occurred in 2017. The work in 
Port Arthur is not completed and Aaron Vander 
Linden was also there when Janice was.  He is 
unable to join Janice as he is back in Port Arthur.  
Please come and bring a friend and plan to stay 
for refreshments following Janice’s presentation. 

Holy Communion
	 We will gather to-
gether at the Lord’s Table 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
February 17 and 18.  This is the first Sunday 
in Lent and we will prepare ourselves for the 
coming season of self-reflection and prayer.

Mid-Week Lenten Services             
	 It’s true!  We are already talking about 
Mid-Week Lenten Services!  Ash Wednesday 
is February 14 this year, so it is right around 
the corner.  Pastor Dave is currently working 
on materials for the Wednesdays in Lent.  But 
he promises a meaningful time of worship, 
prayer, and meditation.  There will again be 
soup and sandwich suppers beginning at 6:00 
p.m., followed by worship at 6:45 p.m.  Choir 
rehearsal will follow worship.
	 The schedule of those who will be hosting 
the meals in February are:
	 February 14: Men’s Fellowship
	 February 21: Moravian Women
	 February 28: CEC and Sunday School

2018 Offering Envelopes & 2017 
Contribution Statements                  
	 There are still some 2018 offering envelopes 
left in Fellowship Hall to be picked up.  The 
remaining 2017 contribution statements will 
be mailed out the end of January or first week 
in February.  If you have any questions, please 
call Nikki in the church office at 920-648-5412.

Book Club
	 This month’s book will be “The 
English Patient” by Michael Ondaatje.  
The group will meet on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 1, at 10:00 a.m. in the Gathering 
Room.  All are welcome!



USHERS
Date Service USHERS
2/3 6:00 P.M. Dan Piper
2/4 10:00 A.M. Bob Hoyt
2/10 6:00 P.M. Todd Messmer
2/11 10:00 A.M. Mike Denzin
2/17 6:00 P.M. Bob Hinzmann
2/18 10:00 A.M. Ken Manske
2/24 6:00 P.M. Dave Wendt
2/25 10:00 A.M. Stewart Masche

February Servants
DIENERS: Tammy & Todd Messmer  920-285-7077
SORTERS:  Mary Bade & Warren Krueger

LAY READERS
Date Service Reader(s)
2/3 6:00 P.M. Wayne Staff
2/4 10:00 A.M. Sue Conrad
2/10 6:00 P.M. Diane McFarlane
2/11 10:00 A.M. Beth Denzin
2/17 6:00 P.M. Cindy Fahney
2/18 10:00 A.M. Diane Fronek
2/24 6:00 P.M. Wendy Brockert
2/25 10:00 A.M. Jane Harberg

GREETERS
Date Service Front Entrance Fellowship Hall Bell Tower Lower Level
2/3 6:00 P.M. Anna Hoyt Dave McFarlane Diane McFarlane
2/4 10:00 A.M. Dorothy Hartwig STUDENT Jean Glasser Don Frey
2/10 6:00 P.M. Barb Strauss Tom Strauss Marylin Meyer
2/11 10:00 A.M. Terry Streich STUDENT Ken Manske Pam Streich
2/17 6:00 P.M. Cindy Fahney Larry Fahney Carol Maas
2/18 10:00 A.M. Dorothy Hartwig Bill Hartwig Kip Engsberg Theresa Palmer
2/24 6:00 P.M. Bob Hoyt Anna Hoyt Mary Finley
2/25 10:00 A.M. Nancy Schultz STUDENT Scott Schultz Bob Hinzmann

NURSERY SCHEDULE
Date Saturday, 6:00 P.M. Sunday, 10:00 A.M.
2/4 Jim Williams Tara Williams
2/11 Mia Wollin Kathy Wollin
2/18 Lisa Garvan Heather Graham
2/25 Heidi Wendorf Shannon Yahn

The Work of Our Boards
	 The Board of Elders met on Thursday, 
December 21.  Christmas Eve was foremost on 
many people’s minds as we met the Thursday just 
prior to the Christmas weekend.  Pastor Dave gave 
the Elders a copy of the service he planned to use 
at the Christmas Eve Services.  Discussion was 
made regarding possibly having one of the three 
Candlelight Services next year be a Communion 
Service, thus offering something a little different.  
The Elders approved Pastor Dave’s request to 
be away to lead the Men’s Retreat at the end of 
February and heard a bit of what the program 
was hoping to be.  The Elders reorganized who 
would serve on the various committees of the 
congregation as well.
	 The Board of Elders January meeting 
took place after the deadline for this issue.  
Highlights of that meeting may be found in next 
month’s Messenger.
	 The Board of Trustees met on January 
11.  Following are highlights of that meeting:
•  We welcomed Mike Durant, Mike Miller, and 

Mike Nebel as our newly elected Trustees.
•  Greg Wescott was re-elected president of 

the Trustees and Mike Durant was elected 
vice-president. We also took care of committee 
assignments. 

•  Mary Bade was re-appointed as the church 
treasurer, and was authorized to make financial 
transactions for the year 2018. 

•  Several church maintenance items were 
discussed.

•  The fire alarm contact list was updated.

Meeting
Our Financial 

Responsibilities
2017 Year End Summary:

	 $274,684.11	 Income
	   282,807.20	 Expense
	 ($   8,123.09)	 Shortfall
	 Thank you to all the faithful givers who 
gave “over and above” or made special contri-
butions in December!  Even though we ended 
with a shortfall, your generosity greatly reduced 
the shortfall we were potentially faced with at 
the end of November.  The Board of Trustees 
decided to use surplus funds from 2013 and 2016 
to cover the shortfall, so that we can start 2018 
with a clean financial slate.  
	 For a detailed review of 2017 finances, please 
attend the Church Council Meeting on Sunday, 
January 28. 
	                      Mary Bade,  Treasurer

In the Life of the 
Congregation

FUNERAL:  We would like to extend our sym-
pathy to the family of Beatrice “Bea” Nadler, who 
passed away January 1, 2018. Her funeral service 
was held in our sanctuary January 6.
SPECIAL THANK YOUs: Thank you to the 
following people that have filled in, in January: 
Jill Stephens and Rich Fronek for their musi-
cal talents. Also, Hugh Drennan for his guest 
preaching!
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY WISHES:  February 
13 – Doris Stockfish, February 22 - Sam Denzin, 
February 23 – Alta Kottwitz, Richard Bidgood; 
February 29 – Claudette Kottwitz.

Luminaries
	 We received approximately 51 luminary 
orders this past Christmas!! Thank you so very 
much for helping make our church glow inside 
and out on Christmas Eve!  The money collected 
went to the Member’s Assistance Fund. Your 
thoughtfulness and generosity are very much 
appreciated. 

There will be no
Saturday evening nursery 

until further notice.

Community Meal 
	 We are starting our seventh year of being 
a part of this ministry to the community. Over 
the past years we have lost two of our church 
representatives. We are in need of a couple of 
new people to be a part of our team, helping with 
prep and planning and whatever else it takes to 
provide this service to the community. If you are 
interested or have any questions, please contact 
Donna Hinzmann or Cindy Wolff.

Retreat Opportunities
	 There are four opportunities for members 
to attend retreats at Mt. Morris this year:
   • February 23-25 - Men’s Retreat; see article 
elsewhere in this issue for more information.
   • May 19-20 - Spiritual Companionship led 
by Rev. Rick Beck
    • September 21-23 - Social Justice led by Rev. 
Marian Boyle Rohloff
   • November 21-23 - Lay Leadership
Mark your calendar and save the dates if these 
are of interest to you.  More information will be 
coming in future newsletters.

Communion Class
	 On Sunday, March 4, at 4:00 p.m. there will 
be an informational class about Holy Commu-
nion.  The Moravian Church allows all baptized 
children to receive Communion if they have 
been through an instructional class.  If you feel 
your children can understand the meaning and 
sacredness of Communion, please sign them up.  
It is requested that at least one parent accompany 
any child taking the class.  This class is required 
for all Discipleship students.  Please contact the 
church office if attending so enough materials 
can be available.

Mt. Morris Opportunity
	 Arrangements have been made with the 
Nordic Mountain Ski, Snowboard and Tubing 
to offer discounts for families or groups that 
rent one or more of the cabins at Mt. Morris 
Camp & Conference Center.  With snow on the 
ground now, this might be a good opportunity 
for your family to take advantage of a weekend 
away.  Contact Mt. Morris for more information 
at 920 273-2862.

Adult Bible Study
	 We have just begun a study on the Book of 
John. All are welcome to join the group as we 
seek to understand what this gospel has to tell 
us about Jesus. We meet on Sunday at 8:45 a.m. 
in the Timothy Room. Hope to see you there!
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Shelter for the Homeless
	 On Tuesday, February 13, 
our church will be delivering 
a meal to the Men’s Homeless 
Shelter in Madison.  Please 
look for the food donation 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board.  When you sign-up for 
items on the list, it would be 
greatly appreciated if you could bring those items 
to the church kitchen by Sunday, February 11. 
	 Also, we would love to deliver small sham-
poos, disposable razors, combs, brushes, and our 
prayers of hope for all homeless people.  
	 We seem to need others (adults, young 
adults, and youths) to offer their time and talents 
to deliver and serve the meal.  Please call Steve 
Brockert (648-3028) and offer your services to 
the team.  He will take your name and number.  
You will be called back and asked to come and 
be the hands and feet of God for this ministry.

	 Our kick off to 
the second half of 
Sunday School be-
gan on January 7, 
2018, as the children 
and adults enjoyed a 

delicious breakfast and fellowship time.  The 
children sang on January 14 during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship service, once again under the guidance 
of Wendy Beckman.  The children will also sing 
sometime during Sunday morning worship within 
February.  Sunday, February 11, is PRETZEL 
SUNDAY!  Please mark your calendars for 
this fantastic family event.  All children and 
their families are welcomed and encouraged to 
attend this special time, as we will be entering 
into the Lenten season with Ash Wednesday on 
Valentine’s Day, February 14.  May peace be 
with you as we prepare our hearts and minds 
for the journey to the cross. 

Youth News
	 Youth from grades 5 – 12 are invited to join 
us as we head to Cascade Mountain on Friday, 
January 26, to go snow tubing.  Cost is $20, 
plus purchasing fast food on the way for supper.  
Friends are welcome.  All participants must have 
a signed waiver form in order to attend.  Please 
contact the church office or Kristen Stilling at 
kstilling@rocketmail.com for more information.
	 A Bowl-a-Thon is being planned for Febru-
ary 18, from 1-4 p.m. at Hering’s Fish Bowl to 
raise money for camp scholarships.  Watch for 
more information or contact Kristen Stilling at 
kstilling@rocketmail.com. 
	 The annual Mid-Winter Retreat for those in 
grade 9 through age 21 will be held February 
2-4, 2018, at Watertown Moravian Church. 
Youth can register and pay the $45 registration 
fee by visiting www.wdcamping.com. The 
weekend will be a time of “Faith & Fun” as the 
group joins in several service projects, times of 
devotion, and games and fellowship. This is a 
great event to see old camp friends, meet some 
people if you have never been to a youth event 
in the district before, and of course, to invite as 
many of your friends as you would like! If you 
have any questions, please email RYC Advisor 
Justin Rabbach (justin@moravianmission.org).

Congregation: The Lord is not slow about his 
promise as some think of slowness, but is patient 
with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance.    2 Peter 3:9 

Elders:  Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.    Matthew 5:5

Trustees:  My eyes are awake before each watch 
of the night, that I may meditate on your Promise.    
Psalm 119:148

CEC:  Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.    
1 Peter 1:3

Stewardship/Outreach: As a mother comforts 
her child, so I will comfort you.    Isaiah 66:13

Scholarship: May mercy, peace, and love be 
yours in abundance.    Jude 2

Endowment: Paul wrote: God put this power 
to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 
and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
age to come.    Ephesians 1:20-21

Memorial:  You have set my feet in a broad 
place.     Psalm 31:8

Nominating: Jesus says, “You call me Teacher 
and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am.”    John 13:13

Visitation Ministry:  Sing and rejoice, O daugh-
ter Zion! For lo, I will come and dwell in your 
midst, says the Lord.    Zechariah 2:10

Sunday School:  All of you must clothe your-
selves with humility in your dealings with one 
another, for “God opposes the proud, but gives 
grace to the humble.”    1 Peter 5:5 

Adult Study:  And let us consider how to 
provoke one another to love and good deeds.    
Hebrews 10:24

Middle School/Senior High Youth:  The Lord 
will rescue me from every evil attack and save 
me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the 
glory.    2 Timothy 4:18

Discipleship:  I pray that you may have the 
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God.    Ephesians 3:18-19

Mini-Moravians:  Christ says, “To the thirsty 
I will give water as a gift from the spring of the 
water of life.”    Revelation 21:6 

Little Lambs:  If two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven.    Matthew 18:19

Nursery:  Paul wrote: Our citizenship is in 
heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for 
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.    Philippians 
3:20 (NKJV)

Senior Choir: Jesus said to the lawyer, “What 
is written in the law? What do you read there?” 
He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind; 
and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to 
him, “You have given the right answer; do this, 
and you will live.”    Luke 10:26-28 

Organist: The love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil. But as for you, man of God, shun 
all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance, gentleness.    1 Timothy 6:10,11

Praise Band:  From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace.    John 1:16

Church Band:  God said, “Let there be light”; 
and there was light.    Genesis 1:3

Handbells: Whatever you ask for in prayer, 
believe that you have received it, and it will be 
yours.    Mark 11:24

Men’s Fellowship:  The eyes of the Lord range 
throughout the entire earth, to strengthen those 
whose heart is true to him.    2 Chronicles 16:9

Moravian Women:  The entire crowd was 
rejoicing at all the wonderful things that Jesus 
was doing.     Luke 13:17

Staff: Suddenly from heaven there came a sound 
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit.    Acts 2:2-4

Lay Readers:  I am the Lord who heals you.    
Exodus 15:26

Greeters:  Jesus welcomed them, and spoke to 
them about the kingdom of God, and healed those 
who needed to be cured.    Luke 9:11

Ushers: By the tender mercy of our God, the 
dawn from on high will break upon us, to give 
light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.    Luke 1:78-79 

Dieners: There is no Rock like our God.                   
1 Samuel 2:2 

Tellers: The Lord rewards everyone for his righ-
teousness and his faithfulness.    1 Samuel 26:23

Prayer Chain:  Here is my servant, whom I 
uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights.    
Isaiah 42:1

Parish Nurse:  I am yours; save me.    Psalm 
119:94

Homeless Shelter:  When the shepherd has 
found the lost sheep, he lays it on his shoulders 
and rejoices.     Luke 15:5

Messenger:  Would that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets, and that the Lord would put his 
spirit on them!    Numbers 11:29

Prison Fellowship:  Know therefore that the Lord 
your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping 
his covenant of love to a thousand generations 
of those who love him and keep his commands.    
Deuteronomy 7:9 (NIV)
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Return Service Requested

COMING IN March 2018:
March 7, 14, 21, – 6 p.m. Soup Supper; 
	 6:45 p.m. Worship
March 10 – 7:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
March 10 – 9 a.m. Dartball Captains Meeting
	 – Fellowship Hall
March 10– 10 a.m. Dartball Round Robin
	 Tournament – Fellowship Hall
March 11 – Daylight Savings Time Begins
March 20 – Dartball Banquet
March 21 – Mini Moravians 3:15 – 4:15 p.m.
March 21 – Community Meal at EMS, 5-7 p.m.

Deadline for the March 2018
Messenger will be February 13. 

Please email your articles to 
Mary Bade,

mmbade@charter.net. 

Worship
Saturday – 6:00 p.m.

Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.

Sunday – 10:00 a.m. 

Times
Board of Trustees
Warren Krueger (2018) ................... 920-723-7888
Greg Wescott (2018)....................... 920-945-0103
Greg Tubbs (2019).......................... 920-253-7215 
Shannon Yahn (2019)...................... 920-397-2254
Mike Nebel (2020)........................... 262-565-8226
Mike Durant (2020).......................... 608-837-5662
Mike Miller (2020)............................ 920-988-2487

Board of Elders
Rich Fronek (2018).......................... 608-669-0970
Wendy Roloff (2018)............................... 699-8445
Sue Conrad (2019)................................. 648-3148
Robert Oestreicher (2019)...................... 648-8460
Sue Trumpf (2020)........................... 920-723-9386
Dewey Latsch (2020)....................... 920-988-9162
Anna Hoyt (2020)................................... 648-5559

Board Members

Hours - Monday - Friday: 9-12 & 1-4
Rev. David Sobek - Pastor...........................................................Office 920-648-5412
Rev. John Baumann - Visitation Pastor........................................Home 920-648-2943
Nikki Lawson - Administrative Assistant.......................................Office 920-648-5412
Mary Bade - Financial Administrator ............................................Office 920-648-5412
Tyler Pimm - Organist/Handbell Director/Praise Band Director....Home 608-290-8057
Jerry Jenkins - Senior Choir Director ...........................................Home 414-281-9151
Mia Wollin - Sunday School Superintendent................................Home 920-253-5430
Heidi Wendorf - Sunday School Superintendent..........................Home 920-988-1825
Sue Trumpf - Sunday School Secretary.......................................Home 920-723-9386
Jo Stokes - Parish Nurse .............................................................Home 608-513-2335
Mary Bade - Editor........................................................................Home 920-648-3267

STAFF

Meals on Wheels
	 We wish to thank the following members and 
friends for delivering Meals on Wheels recently:
Kay Behling, Bev Stelse, Anna Hoyt, Wayne and 
Lucille Engsberg, Pam Krueger, and Barb Sanft.  
Our next delivery period is March 16 to March 29.

Our Worship Services may be 
seen on Analog Channel 98

or Digital Channel 994 
on Wednesdays at 7:20 a.m., 

12:20 & 5:40 p.m.
Thursdays at 12:20 & 5:40 p.m.


